The Kabul Campaign.
then stood ready to make a forward movement as soon as the period of grace should expire. But although General Biddulph, in common with Generals Browne and Roberts, received orders to advance, his movements were confined to an occupation of Pishin, where he captured a large quantity of grain, and to pushing reconnoifering parties to the foot of the Khojak range. This General was in sufficient strength to have made war for his own hand. Behind him were long columns of reinforcements, so that he was assured of plenty of support He might then have pushed on and threatened Kandahar, or even carried it by a coup de main. His leading regiment, the 32nd Pioneers, crossed the frontier on the 23rd November; four days later Pishin was en pleine possession of the British, and then began such a sacrifice of precious time as is seldom witnessed. On the day the frontier was crossed General Stewart's division was scattered over all the country between the frontier and the base, Multan.
The 15th Hussars had just left Mithankote and were to be followed by the 12th Khelat-i-Ghilzai's on the 28th, and the 8th Bengal Cavalry on the 30th November. On that same 23rd November, the 59th Foot and the 10th Company of Sappers, marched for Jacobabad ; they were to be followed the next day by 9-4 RA., half a battalion of Sikhs, and 3 companies of the 60th Rifles; while on the 25th, the head-quarters of the rifles, with the staff of the 1 st infantry brigade were to follow. The G-4 R. A. reached Shikarpur on the 26th November at which date the 3rd Goorkhas were still at Mulfcan. General Stewart began to cross the Bolan on 2nd December, wien the Kurrum force was driving the enemy from the Peywar Kothal and General Maude with the 2nd Khaibar division had begun to. move up from Hussan Abdai to Peshawar in support of General Browne. On the 5th December Brigadiers Nuttall, Palliser, LeMesurier, and Lacy marched into Quetta, and two days later General Stewart himself assumed command at Quetta of all the forces in this theatre. About the time when lie marched into Quetta, orders were given to General Primrose to move from Puna to assume command of a third, or reserve division, to be composed of a brigade of Bombay and a brigade of Madras troops. It was not till the 8th December that Major Saademaa reached the west of the Khojak, and not till the 12th that the pass was occupied. Three days later a regiment of infantry' the 1st P. N, I, and one of cavalry the 2nd P, C., passed the mountains and encamped at Chaman, Kandahar Is only 142 miles from Quet'ta, yet it took General Stewart 1 month and 1 day, from 7th December to the 8th January, to * march that distance, through a country hostile, indeed; but barren
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